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AIMS AND PRINCIPLES 
At Fairfield House School we aim to provide a curriculum that focuses and develops the unique strengths of our students. The curriculum should create an environment where independence, communication and the freedom to learn from mistakes are all encouraged. We offer a curriculum designed to nurture students and allow them to access learning environments most appropriate to their individual needs.  Our curriculum should equip students with self-esteem and confidence in order to integrate themselves into society and contribute in a positive way to their community.  

Within the framework of a broad and balanced education for each student, we intend for our curriculum to allow a high level of personalisation so that each learner can develop their internal attributes as well as learning new skills. The Curriculum Policy should be seen within the overall Aims and Ethos of the School, which are at the core of its objectives.  

Our curriculum is designed to allow each student to:  

· Achieve to their maximum individual potential.

· Develop communication and independence skills in order to gain and maintain healthy relationships within society.

We aim for our curriculum to develop students who:  
· Present with Autism and learning difficulties and cannot access group classroom learning.
· Require a specialised curriculum in order to break down barriers to education.

CURRICULUM DELIVERY  
The curriculum should be seen in its widest sense as the entire planned learning experience. This includes formal lessons and events, routines, and learning that take place outside the classroom. The curriculum is also planned and delivered to address a number of cross-curricular dimensions. Sessions are delivered within the environment most appropriate to the individual and takes into account sensory needs as a priority. Additionally, all schemes of work in all subjects take into account the cross-curricular dimensions below and incorporate them into their subject and skills delivery. 

Literacy Across the Curriculum 
We aim for all of our students to become literate and articulate communicators within their preferred method of communication. In all subjects, pupils should be taught to express themselves appropriately whether this is verbally or via PECS or Makaton. Pupils are taught to engage in appropriate ways, whether this is based on social skills, communication skills or turn-taking.

Numeracy Across the Curriculum  

Similarly, all subjects are responsible, where appropriate, for developing students’ numeracy when opportunities arise during the course of the lessons. This can be done through asking students to experience real life situations such as money management or through areas such as independent living or life skills.  

Use of ICT Across the Curriculum  

Pupils should be given opportunities to apply and develop their ICT capability through the use of ICT tools to support their learning in all subjects. All students are educated on Internet Safety and supported to access laptops, tablets and computer software.
Health and Safety 

All subjects have a duty to ensure appropriate compliance with Health and Safety guidelines, but specific responsibilities lie with science, design and technology, information and communication technology, art and design, and physical education. When working with tools, equipment and materials, in practical activities and in different environments, including those that are unfamiliar, pupils should be taught:  

a. about hazards, risks and risk control.
b. to recognise hazards, assess consequent risks and take steps to control the risks to themselves and others.  
c. to use information to assess the immediate and cumulative risks.  
d. to manage their environment to ensure the Health and Safety of themselves and others.  
ACADEMIC SUPPORT AND PERSONALISATION 

In order to ensure every child achieves her personal best, and is fully engaged in her learning, we offer a high level of personalisation within the curriculum, depending on the needs of each individual.
Communication:

At Fairfield students can utilise communication in various ways, from verbally speaking to the use of PECS, Makaton or BSL. Staff encourage students to use their preferred method on a daily basis and signage, instructions and directions are all available in visual formats as well as text.

Independence:
All students are encouraged to develop independent skills in order for them to progress and develop. This is particularly important for students in transitional phases such as Sixth Form who may be preparing for supported living. 

Life Skills:

Life skills are vital to allow an individual to achieve their potential. Activities such as cooking, road safety, travelling independently and maintaining their home are all vital for an individual’s sense of personal value and confidence. All achievements are recognised through ASDAN and AQA UAS certification.

MONITORING 

Responsibility for the effective implementation of the policy lies with the Lead Teacher and education staff. The policy is supported by schemes of work developed by staff based on the individual needs of the learners.  

The curriculum provision is reviewed twice annually.
CURRICULUM PLAN 

The subjects and their timetable allocations are based on a 30 hour week from 9am to 3pm.  

All students in KS2/ KS3 study a compulsory core: 

· Literacy
· Numeracy

· Science

· ICT

· Religious Education

· PSHE&Communication

· Geography

· History

· Physical Education

Art, design and technology, music and drama are implemented in a cross- curricular capacity.

KS4 and KS5 students work from a timetable that includes:

· Functional Skills

· Life Skills

· ASDAN

· Independence Skills

· Project based Learning

· Work experience

· Communication and Social Skills

· Physical Education
Due to the nature of our curriculum we focus greatly on nurturing our students to progression. We utilise our school base which has classroom, quiet room and sensory room facilities, the local community and culture and our Farm Project.
Fairfield Farm Project lends numerous facilities such as agriculture and horticulture, a classroom base, a log cabin and a Willow House. Students are encouraged to participate in events with peers and staff as well as undertaking various projects on the farm.

Equality, diversity and inclusion are vital elements of our curriculum. Emphasis is placed on British Values and their influence on our society for all students and difference is accepted and valued.
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